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HARTER SECREST & EMERY ANNOUNCES DIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 
 

Rochester, New York, March 29, 2022 – Harter Secrest & Emery LLP, a full-service business 

law firm with offices throughout New York, announced that it has awarded two scholarships to first-year 

law school students (1L), Matthew Atewe and Gabrielle T. Reid, as part of the firm's annual Diversity 

Scholarship Program. The scholarships, which have been awarded annually to outstanding law student 

recipients since 2005, include a $7,500 award to be applied to the recipient’s law school tuition and a paid 

summer associate position at the firm.  

“Our Diversity Scholarship Program continues to be a critically important part of our hiring efforts. 

This year, we identified two exceptional candidates in Matthew and Gabrielle. We are thrilled to welcome 

them both into the HSE family and look forward to working with them,” said Jeffrey A. Wadsworth, 

Harter Secrest & Emery’s Hiring Partner.  

“HSE values its culture of inclusion and equity. We believe that it is critical for HSE to reflect the 

diversity of our clients and the communities we serve. With these scholarships, HSE hopes to increase 

diversity in the legal industry by not only heightening awareness, but also driving change.” added 

Kimberly I. Shimomura, Inclusion and Equity Committee Chair. “This begins with our summer associate 

hiring program, so we are very pleased to welcome Matthew and Gabrielle.”  

Atewe, a student at St. John’s University School of Law, is the recipient of the Ron Brown 

Scholarship (full tuition), a Theodore T. Jones, Jr. Fellow, member of Black Law Students Association 

(BLSA), Entertainment and Sports Law Society (EASL), and the Intellectual Property Law Society 

(IPLS). He earned his B.A. in Political Science from the University of Washington, where he was captain 

of the Men’s Basketball team. He received his M.A. in Education from Pepperdine University Graduate 
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School of Education and Psychology and was awarded a Bronze Honor from the West Coast Conference 

Commissioner for achieving a G.P.A. greater than 3.0 while participating as a student-athlete. Before 

starting law school, Atewe was a legal assistant at the Law Office of Stacy D. Heard, PLLC, in Seattle, 

WA. 

Reid, a student at Syracuse University College of Law, is a Student Ambassador, member of the 

Black Law Students Association, and a Procedural Advisor. She earned her B.A. in Political Science from 

Hampton University where she was an Evershed Sutherland, LLP Scholars recipient, a member and 

president of the Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity International, and an International Honors Recipient. 

Before law school, Reid was a Help Center/Consumer Law Paralegal at JustCause (Formerly, Volunteer 

Legal Services Project) in Rochester, NY, and a litigation legal assistant at Woods Oviatt Gilman LLP in 

Rochester, NY.  

Since 2005, Harter Secrest & Emery has awarded a scholarship annually to first-year law students 

based on their academic record, work experience, and additional personal and professional attributes that 

demonstrate great promise for a successful career in the legal profession. Several scholarship winners have 

joined Harter Secrest & Emery after completing law school. 

 

About Harter Secrest & Emery LLP 

Harter Secrest & Emery LLP is a full-service business law firm providing legal services to clients 

ranging from individuals and family-owned businesses to Fortune 100 companies and major regional 

institutions. With offices in Buffalo, Rochester, Albany, Corning, and New York City, New York, the 

firm is a recognized leader in litigation, corporate, employee benefits, environmental and land use, health 

care, higher education, immigration, intellectual property, labor and employment, real estate, and trusts 

and estates law. Harter Secrest & Emery has 38 U.S. News - Best Lawyers® 2022 “Best Law Firms” top 

tier metropolitan practice group rankings—more Western New York rankings than any other law firm. 

The firm has been honored by Chambers USA for Corporate/M&A, Environment, Labor & Employment, 

Litigation, Immigration, and Real Estate law and 47 attorneys are recognized as The Best Lawyers in 

America© for 2022. For more information visit www.hselaw.com. 
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