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HARTER SECREST & EMERY WELCOMES DEREK C. KETTNER 
TO ITS PRIVATE EQUITY AND VENTURE CAPITAL PRACTICE 

Buffalo, New York, January 8, 2019 – Harter Secrest & Emery LLP, a full-service business law 

firm with offices throughout New York, announced that Derek C. Kettner has joined the firm as an 

associate in the Private Equity and Venture Capital practice. 

Kettner represents clients in all aspects of corporate transactions, including private equity, venture 

capital, mergers and acquisitions, tax, and general corporate matters. He has experience advising domestic 

and multi-national corporate entities on complex U.S. tax matters to maximize efficiency and compliance 

and is well-versed in structuring inbound and outbound transactions to comply with cross-border tax laws, 

including the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.  

A graduate of Emory University, Kettner earned his law degree from the University at Buffalo 

School of Law. Prior to joining Harter Secrest & Emery, he clerked at the National Fuel Gas Company, 

the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in Newark, NJ, and the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 

Western District of New York. Kettner also served as an aide to Chief Justice John G. Roberts at the U.S. 

Supreme Court for a two-year term in Washington, DC. He was most recently an associate Hodgson Russ 

LLP. 

Harter Secrest & Emery Private Equity and Venture Capital attorneys have substantial experience 

representing private equity and venture capital funds, portfolio companies, start-up companies and 

management teams in connection with leveraged buyouts and recapitalizations, mergers and acquisitions, 

venture financings, public offerings, executive compensation, and other corporate matters. The firm also 

represents clients in connection with the organization and operation of funds, and their respective 

management companies. Harter Secrest & Emery attorneys regularly represent and advise private 



Harter Secrest & Emery Welcomes Derek C. Kettner – p. 2

institutional investors in connection with their investments in private equity, mezzanine, venture hedge 

and other funds.  

Multiple members of the Private Equity and Venture Capital team have earned individual 

distinction with recognition by Chambers & Partners, the worldwide leader in law firm and attorney 

rankings, in the Chambers USA 2018 America’s Leading Lawyers in Business.  

About Harter Secrest & Emery LLP 

Harter Secrest & Emery LLP is a full-service business law firm providing legal services to clients 

ranging from individuals and family-owned businesses to Fortune 100 companies and major regional 

institutions. With offices in Buffalo, Rochester, Albany, Corning, and New York City, New York, the 

firm is a recognized leader in litigation, corporate, employee benefits, environmental and land use, health 

care, higher education, immigration, intellectual property, labor and employment, private equity and 

venture capital, real estate, and trusts and estates law. Harter Secrest & Emery has 35 U.S. News - Best 

Lawyers 2019 “Best Law Firms” top tier metropolitan practice group rankings—more Western New York 

rankings than any other law firm. The firm has been top ranked in Chambers USA for Corporate/M&A, 

Litigation, Immigration and Real Estate law and 45 attorneys are recognized as The Best Lawyers in 

America© for 2019. For more information visit www.hselaw.com. 
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